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SHAKER kitchens may be thought of as being old fashioned, but 
their appeal is timeless. This style has never really waned in terms 
of popularity and it is hard to think of any kitchen characteristic 
which has stood the test of time so well.

Quite simply, Shaker style has never really gone away. Its 
popularity is certainly not restricted to America, having been 
embraced all over the world. Shaker kitchens have an inherent 
warmth, which make them comfortable places to relax in at the 
end of the working day.

Somehow they exude a feeling of well-being - everyone will 
undoubtedly be content in such a homely environment. The 
rustic appeal of the Shaker kitchen  seems set to stay for at least 
another century even if, these days, those simplistic Shaker style 
cabinets tend to cloak a certain amount of modern technology.

Here, design director, Tom Howley, provides some points on 
exactly how to approach the inclusion of new technology into a 
Shaker kitchen.
How do you suggest that clients incorporate state-of-the-
art technology into kitchens that are considered more 
traditional?

‘A good kitchen design will work with any appliances. 
Particularly with a bespoke kitchen, the designer will work 
with the client to understand how they will use the space, 
what their requirements are from their kitchen and make 
recommendations on the layout of the appliances to beautifully 
complement the design. 

 ‘A good choice would be to have a mix of appliances on show 
and others concealed behind cabinetry. 

‘Whether you’re looking to make a statement with 
refrigeration, or want to keep the daily “mess” concealed, both 
will allow the simplicity of the kitchen design to shine.
What are the latest tech innovations that have captured 
your interest? Are there any new products that integrate 
particularly seamlessly into a classic Tom Howley kitchen?

‘There are a few things which are really popular at the moment. 
Appliance innovation continues to move forward, from being 
able to watch your food as it cooks, to wifi-enabled service 
checks. 

‘We know that clients are looking for innovation in terms of 
how their appliances work, but the ability to remotely check, or 

INTEGRATING SMART
TECH INTO SHAKER
STYLE KITCHENS
Kitchens for bakers – inspired by the Shakers
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diagnose appliances really is a huge step forward in the industry.
 ‘In terms of the use of refrigeration and/or food waste, we have 

to look at the capabilities and the practicalities of our appliances. 
‘Reducing food waste is an important consideration right now, 

refrigeration in the home that gives you individual drawers for 
your food types – and apps to check their shelf life represents 
true innovation.

 ‘When it comes to cooking, hobs with vented extraction are 
such a contemporary thing to add to your kitchen. 

‘They can be installed as a feature on an island in the middle of 
your open plan kitchen dining space, with no need for overhead 
extraction. This means the view across your kitchen goes 
unobstructed by any industrial, unsightly extractors. 

 ‘Lighting is still key to the kitchen space. We are all becoming 
used to asking our smart home devices to do something for us 
and discreetly integrated lighting can completely transform a 
space.
How do you design exquisite, Shaker-style kitchens that 
accommodate future tech? Do you always have one eye on 
the latest in kitchen appliance innovation?

 ‘Production and technological innovation are not new to the 
kitchen industry and savvy appliance brands are always thinking 
about the life-cycle of their appliances. They design like-for-like 
so an upgrade can be easily made in a client’s home.

 ‘Traditional kitchen design is why Tom Howley kitchens both 
look beautiful and outperform all the latest tech trends. 

‘Over the years, we have fine-tuned our processes, introduced 
new techniques, designs and colours, but the craftsmanship 
behind our cabinetry has remained consistent. 

‘Shaker kitchen design is versatile, traditional by nature, but 
that doesn’t mean it can’t move forward with the times. 

‘We work on our colours, our hardware and with our appliance 
and stone partners to be able to elevate our kitchen design, so a 
traditional Shaker style can host the industry-leading appliances 
of the moment,’ says Mr Howley. 
What exactly is a Shaker kitchen and what are their main 
attractions?

Firstly and perhaps most importantly, Shaker kitchens never 
date. They look wonderful in both contemporary and traditional 
homes and are easy to decorate. 

There is no other kitchen style that has stood the test of time 
quite like the Shaker, nor is the one which is quite so universal. 

A Shaker kitchen will suit a country cottage, a grander period 
residence, or even post-war homes that eschew minimalist 
kitchens. 

The key to the timelessness of Shaker kitchens is their simple, 
unpretentious design, with no elaborate mouldings, or fussy 
decoration. 

A Shaker style kitchen is simple, functional and easy to live 
with. Shaker kitchen style is very versatile. It achieves so much 
and gives the impression that it’s an effortless look that will 
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continue to look fresh in years to come. It can be dressed up or 
down and it can be truly traditional. Alternatively, it can easily 
incorporate a modern edge. 

WHO WERE THE SHAKERS?
What most sets Shaker style apart, is its unique history. The 

United Society of Believers, commonly known as the Shakers, 
were a religious group that broke away from the Quakers in 
the late 18th century, earning their moniker from the shaking 
motions and dancing used in their worship. 

Originating from Manchester, they emigrated to America, 
initially settling in New York, before later spreading out across 
New England.

The Shakers were keen craftspeople, producing homespun 
furniture for their own, predominantly self-sufficient 
communities, as well as to sell on. 

They were known for the high quality of their workmanship, 
with Shaker furniture revered for being simple in style, durable 
and functional. 

In the Shaker community it was believed that manufactured 
goods should be honest in both construction and appearance 
and that practices, such as veneering and applied ornamentation 

were “deceitful”. 
Although the Shakers did use decorative features, such as the 

heart, or the “tree of life”, these were used quite sparingly.
SHAKER FURNITURE DESIGN

While other American designers used imported woods, such as 
mahogany and rosewood, the Shakers constructed most of their 
furniture out of local timbers, such as pine, maple and cherry. 

The majority of pieces were originally painted, or stained, with 
popular colours being blues, greens, reds and yellows. In place 
of imported brass cabinet furniture, the Shakers used simple 
turned-wood knobs.

With such an appealing ethos of thoughtful, quality 
craftsmanship and simplicity of style, it is no surprise that 
Shaker-inspired units have become a mainstay of modern 
kitchens. 

Designs, however, are rarely faithful, with the style’s clean lines 
lending a timeless back-drop to 21st-century appliances, smart 
storage and characterful accessories. 

While features such as side paneling and glass aren’t strictly 
Shaker features, they can serve as beautiful complements to new 
kitchens.
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HOW TO CREATE A SHAKER KITCHEN
Simple, unadorned free-standing furniture made of real wood, 

either left natural, or painted, with paneled unit doors, is a staple 
of the Shaker look, which has become so universally popular.

Buying separate modules will allow you to have the freedom to 
re-arrange the layout in the future. 

If that’s not practical for your kitchen, then there are numerous 
manufacturers who produce beautiful built-in ranges  of which 
Tom Howley is just one of many.

Where space allows, a central kitchen island, or kitchen dresser, 
on which to display your treasures, will give the impression of a 
free-standing kitchen design.
HOW TO PAINT KITCHEN CABINETS

Painting Shaker kitchen cabinets is a good way to update an 
existing kitchen and to achieve a bespoke look. Ideal kitchen 
cabinet colours include cream, muted green, pale grey-blue, or 
pink, but even deep blue and red work well as accent colours, 
especially if confined to an individual statement piece. 

Combining two different colours, or natural and painted 
finishes, for a more characterful look is one possibility, but don’t 
overdo it: if colouring the units, be sure to keep the walls neutral 
and vice versa. It is always a good idea to avoid using patterns, 
unless they are naïve and natural.
SHAKER KITCHEN DESIGN DETAILS

Traditionally, cabinet door furniture was timber knobs, 
painted, or stained to match the colours of the units, but satin 
nickel knobs, or cup handles have emerged in recent years as a 
viable alternative.

 Originally worktops would always be wooden, but more 
modern materials, such as granite, or quartz are often 
more practical and hardwearing and will give the kitchen a 
contemporary edge.

It is important to include either open shelving with a few 
often-used objects, or glass-fronted wall units in the design, 
to break up a solid row of doors and let you show off beautiful 

ornaments, glassware, or your favourite china. 
STORAGE IDEAS FOR SHAKER KITCHENS

The Shakers believed in having a place for everything and 
keeping everything in its place, making drawers and cupboards to 
fit each item exactly. 

Take a leaf out of their book by designing in specific kitchen 
storage for key items, such as knives and a butcher’s block. 

Try to hide all appliances behind simple doors, as this keeps the 
look serene and seamless.

One instantly recognisable feature of Shaker kitchens is the peg 
rail - a simply constructed strip of wood with round pegs, which 
was used to create wall storage space for coats, hats, brooms and 
even chairs while the room was being cleaned. 

You can use one over a worktop to display kitchen 
paraphernalia, blackboards, aprons and the like. Below the 
worktop, wicker storage baskets are ideal for a country look.

If you want to add a touch of authenticity with that Shaker 
symbol, suspend a carved wooden heart from one of pegs.
CHOOSE RECLAIMED FURNITURE FOR SHAKER 
KITCHENS

Visit flea markets and car boot sales to search out for old chairs 
to paint. The quintessential Shaker chair is upright with three 
horizontal struts across the back and a woven fabric seat, but 
any country-style chair will look good, such as the ever popular 
Windsor design. 

Sourcing old chairs and a table will make the room more 
believable and less contrived. If there’s space for a main table, 
one with a wooden top and painted legs will provide the perfect 
finishing touch.

Above all, remember that Shaker style is intrinsically simple, but 
that does not mean that it cannot be bang up to date with the 
added advantage that it is never likely to go out of fashion.

Want to find out more?  
Visit www.tomhowley.co.uk
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Want to find out more?  
Visit www.cabinetvision.com or www.alphacam.com
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WHILE technology has advanced dramatically over the past 
century, the demand for quality woodworking products has 
remained unchanged. For 100-year-old Benzenberg Cabinets 
of Summerville in South Carolina USA, the need to remain 
competitive has meant embracing technologies that boost 
efficiency without sacrificing craftsmanship.

‘We’re able to offer our customers high quality and any 
custom products that they could want,’ says general manager of 
Benzenberg Cabinets, Ed Bemnzenberg.

‘We have undertaken a good number of creative projects — 
ranging from yacht interiors to motorised beds, televisions and 
spice racks. We never compromise in quality and design,’ says Ed.

In order to standardise and increase production the company 
invested in the Cabinet Vision screen-to-machine (S2M) centre. 

Benzenberg works directly with home-owners, architects and 
interior designers and offers comprehensive design services 
— including architectural shop drawings and 3D renderings 
produced with Cabinet Vision, which comes from the Hexagon 
Manufacturing Intelligence stable. 

‘With Cabinet Vision we probably save, on average, four days 
per job for an average-sized project — and that’s just in office 
time,’ says Ed Benzenberg, who notes that an average job at his 
company typically includes 60-80 assemblies.

‘We’re able to produce a great deal of work with 14 employees 
and Cabinet Vision is a big part of 
that. 

‘We found that implementation and 
ease of use were the major benefits 
of the software, compared to other 
systems we tried. It took just one 
week to get up to full production 
with the software,’ enthuses Ed.

While Cabinet Vision is at the heart 
of the company’s cabinet production, 
Benzenberg uses Hexagon’s CAM 
solution, Alphacam, to tackle the 
company’s complex shapes and 
profiles, as well as other specialty 
parts. 

‘We use Alphacam, because 
it allows us to produce radius 
millwork, including radius panelling, 
as well as forms and jigs for different 
applications,’ says Ed. 

‘It’s very helpful for one-of-a-kind, 
unique shapes and custom projects,’ 
he adds.

The digital thread comprising 
the Alphacam and Cabinet Vision 
communication framework that 
allows a connected data flow and 
integrated view of data throughout 
the design and production life cycle, 
raising the bar for delivering the 
right information to the right place 
at the right time.

In order to begin a project in 
Cabinet Vision, Benzenberg enters 
the dimensions of the space in which 
the project will be installed and 
then uses the system to design the 
cabinetry. 

Once the project is designed, 
cut lists, material lists, assembly 
sheets and other vital job data can 
be generated, based on the design 
details. 

‘The two main reasons we invested 

pRODuCTION TIMES REDuCED
wITH THE HELp Of CABINET 
VISION’S QuALITY SOfTwARE
… and Alphacam tackles complex shapes and profiles.  

in Cabinet Vision were to speed up the time it took to program 
all of the parts for an entire job and to speed up the process of 
producing shop drawings and architectural drawings,’ explains 
Ed Benzenberg. 

‘Cabinet Vision does those two things at once, he adds.
Benzenberg is particularly keen on Cabinet Vision’s powerful 

automation tool, User Created Standards (UCS), which enables 
the company to customise the software to more efficiently fulfil 
demands specific to the company’s workshops. 

Using a basic programming language, UCSs can be written 
and applied to any process, specific cutting condition, or other 
unique requirement.   

‘We use a number of UCSs, including 
producing customised cut-lists and 
building sheets for the shop,’ says Ed.

‘For us, they’re a way to increase 
Cabinet Vision’s functionality and 
customise it to really make it our own,’ 
explains Ed. 

‘I like to automate as many tasks as 
I can, so I’m essentially automating 
something that we would have to do 
manually,’ says Ed.

Cabinet Vision’s object intelligence, or 
parametric tool, cuts programming time 
by reusing existing programs saved to a 
design library. 

When a workshop has a job that is 
identical, or nearly identical to a former 
job in every detail except for size, it can 
apply the older design to a new job, 
adjust the dimensions and even make 
further edits, if necessary. 

‘We can essentially add intelligence 
to a part, assembly, or tool-path and it 
adjusts automatically, based on the set 
parameters,’ explains Ed. 

‘If we add a piece and resize the 
cabinet’s width, it adjusts automatically. 
We save those pieces and assemblies 
and then re-use them later in other 
jobs, so it’s great for things we use on a 
regular basis that can then be slightly 
customised,’ explains Ed.

Once initial designs are complete, the 
company utilises the software’s ability to 
generate live drawings, making it easy to 
update projects, as they progress from 
initial to final design stages. 

‘Live drawings are a really nice feature, 
because we do a good deal of high-
end residential work and designs often 
change weekly. This allows me to go in 
and change things without having to 
resubmit the drawing,’ says Ed.

When it’s time to send jobs to the 
workshop floor, Benzenberg takes 
advantage of the software’s powerful 
nesting engine, which optimises machine 
time and maximises material yield.

‘Once the drawings are signed off, just 
one click of a button sends 100 sheets to 
the machine to start cutting. 

‘Sheet stock is sent to two CNC routers 
for nesting and optimisation. We also 
have an optimising cut-off saw for all of 

the board stock, and Cabinet Vision 
helps optimise that, too,’ says Ed.

Keeping jobs organised on the shop floor as 
they make their way to assembly is made easier 
with the use of labels produced in Cabinet Vision,’ 
explains Ed Benzenberg. 

‘The labels help the workshop to know exactly what’s in 
front of them and what they’re looking at. We include the 
assembly number, the part description, the dimensions of the 
part and a picture of the part on the label,’ concludes Ed.



   Visit us at www.kitchen-maker.co.uk  -  Online Magazine  -  Issue 25
17

                Visit us at www.kitchen-maker.co.uk  -  Online Magazine  -  Issue 25
16

HESSE LIGNAL is heralding a new, greener era. The surface 
specialist  will be restructuring its product range and, by 
2030, vows to have replaced all solvent-based products with 
sustainable alternatives, as well as making use of regenerative 
raw materials.

‘As a family-run company, we feel compelled to assume 
responsibility for subsequent generations,’ says  a managing 
director of the coatings and stain producer, Jens Hesse. 

‘That’s why we want to take consistent action now and 
contribute to preserving an exemplary world for our children 
and grand-children,’ he adds.

Reducing VOC emissions and expanding the proportion of 
sustainable raw materials

This shift should make it possible, among other things, to 
minimise the emission of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 
The VOCs contained in many solvents can evaporate even at 
low temperatures and form ground-level ozone on contact 
with UV rays.

Volatile organic compounds can also be washed out of the air 
by precipitation. They then hit the earth and thus cause soil 
pollution. VOCs from fossil sources can, moreover, oxidize in 
the atmosphere through contact with oxygen. This results in 

the production of climate-damaging CO2. In addition, indoor 
VOCs pollute the ambient air when they evaporate. These 
compounds can then irritate the respiratory tract of those 
present and cause allergies.

The surface specialist will also increasingly offer products 
made from regenerative resources, such as water, or renewable 
raw materials. 

Its product range already includes products with a bio-
renewable carbon (BRC) content of up to 30 per cent and 
Hydro lacquers with a renewable proportion of around 10 per 
cent. 

The proportion of sustainable raw materials in its entire 
product portfolio is to be expanded by 2030 to conserve 
resources.

‘Environmental awareness in society is increasing and 
younger generations in particular are attaching importance 
to climate-friendly production methods, so sustainability is 
becoming a decisive competitive factor for our industrial and 
craft customers, concludes Jens Hesse.

Want to find out more? Visit www.hesselignal.com

Want to find out more?  
Visit www.hafele.co.uk/transformable-solutions

HESSE LIGNAL  TO REpLACE 
ALL SOLVENT-BASED 
pRODuCTS wITH SuSTAINABLE 
ALERNATIVES BT 2030

AS THE UK’s homes are becoming smaller, the need for 
compact living solutions is increasing. In order to help 
manufacturers make more of small foot-print Hafele UK is 
continually expanding its range of storage and transformable 
systems with clever space-enhancing options. 

The Accuride range is one such collection. Often, normal 
drawer sliders will not hold the weight of heavy-duty items, or 
a volume of items that weigh a great deal collectively. 

Featuring ball-bearing technology developed for cabinetry 
in retail stores, Accuride systems can be used in home 
applications to create high-capacity storage drawers. Accuride 
3832TR slide, for example, is perfect for creating understairs 
shoe storage, making more of an often under-utilised space. 

Häfele UK has also expanded its range of space-saving 
products, partnering with Atim - the Italian manufacturer 
of innovative transformable systems that are ideal for multi-
functional and small living spaces. 

With a 25-year heritage in creating space-saving aluminium 
furniture systems, Atim’s products are ideal for multi-
functional and small living spaces. 

The new additions include Lunch, Party, Mensola Party 
and Voilà Chair Reverse, which can be used to hide a dining 
table, or desk space inside a drawer to free up floor area, or 
to produce an extendable table to a small kitchen island, or 
peninsula.

All Atim table systems can be customised. In addition, due to 
their 100 per cent aluminium structure, they offer a guaranteed 
load capacity of up to 100kg. 

Häfele UK will also be offering Atim’s Oplà, Oplà Top, 

Functional and Cook pull-out worktop systems to help create 
extra food preparation, or storage space that is flexible and 
adaptable. 

Cook for example, can be used to construct a hidden 
chopping board with integrated utensil storage and waste bin, 
which doubles as a dining table once a meal is ready.

All worktop systems can be integrated into a standard drawer 
and have a load capacity up to 60kg. Each product also uses a 
simple sliding movement to create a surface that either extends 
and sits flush to an existing area, or creates a new space 
entirely.  

‘The need for function and flexibility is more important than 
ever for homeowners,; says category manager for furniture 
construction at Häfele UK, Justin Crofts.

‘In our recent research, function was the number one factor 
when choosing a new kitchen for 60 per cent of consumers 
and likewise, 10 per cent – around 1.75 million homeowners 
– use the kitchen as a make-shift office. When you add to the 
equation that our homes are becoming smaller, the demand for 
space-enhancing, multi-purpose furniture is increasing. 

‘In order to help manufacturers respond to this growing 
consumer need, we’re always expanding our range of space-
saving furniture components to be a single source of solutions 
for the industry,’ adds Justin.

NEw SOLuTIONS fROM 
HAfELE HELp MAKE 
MORE Of OuR HOMES
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A WREN KITCHENS design has been crowned Kitchen of the 
Year 2021 by Britain’s best-selling homes magazine, Ideal Home, 
showcasing the very best in design, materials and craftsmanship.

Judged by a panel of industry experts, the show-stopping 
Infinity Plus Shaker kitchen has been expertly designed for 
modern living. 

It incorporates a multi-material island with dedicated seating, 
colour matched cabinetry and a home office integrated seamlessly 
within the space.

The judges were won over by the attention to detail and on-
trend use of colour - Jade and Soft Cotton Shaker units and white 
Venice Xena Quartz worktops. 

The overall effect is a luxury kitchen which is truly affordable, 
because it is designed, manufactured and delivered by Wren, 
exclusively for Wren.

Wren’s design expertise and quality British manufacturing make 
them industry leaders.

‘We are very proud of our British manufacturing, expert 
design and product innovation,’ says Wren Kitchens showroom 
development and design director, Darren Watts.‘

‘All of our kitchens are designed, developed and made in the UK 
to the highest standards. We are committed to UK manufacturing 
and great British design, which means that we can create 

affordable luxury kitchens,’ he adds.
The focal point of the award-winning design is the multi-

functional island with cook’s table and layered timber and Xena 
Quartz worktops. 

Wren manufactures all Xena Quartz at its state-of-the-art UK-
based manufacturing facilities, to keep quality high and prices 
low for customers. 

It’s a unique, hard-wearing and low maintenance material 
created by combining the strongest materials on earth with 
manmade resins.

Wren prides itself on offering bespoke, quality kitchens that are 
affordable to everyone. The Infinity Plus collection is claimed 
to be the largest kitchen range in the UK, offering millions of 
combinations with a range of over 1,600 units and feature styles. 
Customers can choose from the Spectrum range of nearly 2,000 
colours. 

It is also the only company to have been awarded FIRA Gold for 
both product and installation by the Furniture Industry Research 
Association and only works with professional installers who share 
its values and commitment to its customers.

SH
A

KER

STYLE
wREN KITCHENS 

CROwNED KITCHEN  
Of THE YEAR

Want to find out more?  
Visit www.wrenkitchens.com
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Want to find out more? Visit www.titusplus.com

TITUS’ furniture hardware solutions have been improving 
homes around the world for decades. They increase the 

quality and facilitate RTA furniture, giving significant 
competitive advantage to manufacturers and improving the 
consumer experience. 

The most popular components are the Quickfit TL5 Full Metal 
Jacket dowel, which provides optimal strength and reduces home 
assembly time by up to -50  per cent and the T-type concealed 
hinge, which has a tool-free 3Way snap-on mounting. 

The T-type hinges, with integrated soft closing, are suitable 
for use on a wide range of doors with thicknesses up to 34mm. 
Their unique three-way snap-on mounting system makes them 
exceptionally easy to install, even on large, heavy doors with 
multiple hinges.

The range has recently been extended to include pie-cut 
(bi-fold) hinges for corner cabinets, which fit standard drilling 
patterns and feature convenient “double-lock” opening. 

This means that users can either open just one door leaf to gain 
access into the cabinet interior, or they can fully open the doors 
by locking the hinge cup, making the door leaves work as one.

The innovative Quickfit TL5 Full Metal Jacket dowels provide 
strong, reliable joints in all types of wooden materials, including 
MDF, chipboard and solid wood. 

This means that it is no longer necessary to use different dowels 
for different materials. 

In addition, the new dowels offer fast, tool-free insertion, 
reducing assembly time by up to -50 per cent for home-
assembled furniture. 

Alternatively, for maximum efficiency in volume production 
applications, they can be inserted automatically using Titus 
FastFit machines.

To complement its hardware range, Titus offers new TeraBlack 
(Titus Enhanced Resistance Application) versions with a dark-
grey, non-reflective finish, that is not only visually appealing, but 
also highly resistant to corrosion. 

TeraBlack products fully meet the requirements of designers 
and consumers looking for unobtrusive, yet attractive cabinet 
hardware. 

The product range includes new versions of the T-type hinges, 
TL5 Full Metal Jacket dowels, shelf supports and push latches.

To complement its extensive range of fittings, connectors and 
components, Titus offers support and advice for manufacturers 
of bespoke and high-end kitchen cabinets and furniture. 

The team at Titus is always ready to discuss and develop 
solutions for even the most discerning manufacturers.

Titus is a leading component manufacturer, specialising in the 
development and production of cabinet hardware, hydraulic 
dampers and automated assembly systems. 

A global brand, Titus has been at the forefront of innovation 
since 1973, consistently developing precision components that 
make assembly seamless, enhance the look of furniture and 
improve competitiveness.

Through innovative product design, engineering expertise and 
effective service, customers and partners of Titus are able to 
improve their productivity and quality, as well as reduce the costs 
associated with assembly, manufacturing and other processes. 

Titus’ unique Fit For Purpose approach enables high volumes, 
with consistent precision and repeatable quality.

INNOVATIVE fITTINGS 
& COMpONENTS 

fROM TITuS
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IT’s starting to warm up; the days are getting longer and the 
better light is making it a little more obvious where you haven’t 
dusted in a while… it’s time for a spring clean! 

Although we know we should be cleaning thoroughly 
throughout the year, there’s no better time than spring to don 
those rubber gloves and give everything a deep clean.

Over the past 12 months, many of us have built up clutter 
and mess as we’ve been inside our homes so much, with a large 
number of us working in the kitchen.

With this in mind, Wren Kitchens has put together some 
kitchen cleaning hacks to make it easier for everyone to ensure 
that their kitchen sparkles once again this spring.
Step 1: Clean out your drawers and cabinets.

Whether you live alone or have a house full of people, it’s easy 
for your drawers and cabinets to become cluttered. Nobody likes 
chaos, so use spring as the perfect excuse for a clear out.

Things to consider:
• If you come across items that you had forgotten existed and 

which are of no use to you, donate them to you local charity 
shop.

Once you have organised your items and they’re out of the way, 
wipe down the drawers and cabinets from the inside out, whilst 
giving any crockery a spritz too.

• White vinegar can help remove any cloudy stains from glass. 

All you need to do is soak the glassware in white vinegar for a 
few minutes, then rinse and dry.
Step 2: Organise your pantry

Pantries are a fantastic addition to the kitchen and if you’re 
lucky enough to have one, there’s no doubt that you’ll want to 
make the most of it.

Things to consider:
• If it has been a while since your pantry last had a deep clean, 

take everything out and give the contents a clean whilst wiping 
down all the shelving and the exterior.

• Invest in some jars and organisers for your pantry. You can 
then place things in alphabetical order to make it easier for you 
to find things and avoid the pantry becoming cluttered again in 
the future.
Step 3: Deep clean your oven and hob

Cleaning your oven and hob is a task that many avoid due to 
the time it can take, but it’s so worth the work.

Things to consider:
• There are many oven cleaning kits you can buy, but if you 

are looking for a natural DIY way to clean your oven, combine 
one cup of water and one cup of vinegar with lemon oil. This 
combination will help degrease your oven and have it looking 
fresh in no time!

• Don’t forget to clean your extractor hood and wipe down 

SpRING CLEAN YOuR 
KITCHEN wITH THESE
EASY HACKS
Wren Kitchens reveals these top tips to spring clean your kitche. From freezers  
to dishwashers, discover the best ways to clean your kitchen appliances.
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ESTABLISHED for over 35 
years, Coventry-based Ney is an 
impressive source of supply for 
everything from simple hand-
tools through to complete lines of 
complex machinery, as well as all 
component, fittings and material 
requirements. 

Ney has a large showroom and is 
Based in the heart of the Midlands, 
close to the main motorway 
arterial network. In addition to 
the machinery on show, materials, 
fittings and components are always 
being updated and, consequently, a 
regular visit is always worthwhile.
Project door range

One of the latest introductions 
from Ney is its Project door range, 
a new stock range of acrylic doors 

ALL THE LATEST 
upDATES fROM NEY

BELOW: Ney’s new stock 
range of Project acrylic doors 

features five high-gloss finishes 
and one supermatt finish.

RIGHT: The Hettich ArciTech drawer 
box is stocked by Ney. As seen here, it 
can be purchased both as a cutlery height 
drawer (94mm) and as a pot drawer 
(186mm).

Want to find out more?  
Visit https://www.wrenkitchens.com/
blog/spring-clean-your-kitchen-with-
this-easy-checklist

your extraction grills.
Step 4: Give your worktops and appliances 
some TLC

So much gets spilt on top of worktops 
so it can be hard to keep them looking 
pristine. We can sometimes forget to give our 
appliances that extra TLC. 

Your annual spring clean is a great time to 
give your toaster, microwave, kettle, and any 
other appliances some attention.

Things to consider:
• Remove stains on worktops by scrubbing 

gently with a cream cleaner, or a paste 
made of bicarbonate of soda and water. On 
textured surfaces, you can use a nylon bristle 
brush.

• If you are looking for the perfect hack to 
descale your kettle, fill it with both water and 
white vinegar in equal measures. Boil the 
kettle and then leave it to cool. Afterwards, 
rinse the kettle through several times before 
finally boiling it once more to remove any 
odours from the vinegar.
Step 5: Freshen up your fridge and freezer.

Another task that can be sometimes 
avoided is giving your fridge and freezer a 
deep clean. 

By removing all the contents fromyour 
fridge and wiping down your shelves, you’re 
allowing your fridge to freshen up, making it 
a hygienic and clean space for your food.

Things to consider:
•  Baking soda and hot water are a great way 

to keep your fridge smelling fresh and clean 
and the solution can help to remove tough 
stains too.
Step 6: Scrub your sink and dishwasher.

Your drains see a lot of waste day to day 
and, therefore, you must keep them clean to 
avoid any smells or blockages. 

In addition, you may find that it has been 
some time since you last sorted through your 
dishcloths and sponges, so organise them 
and throw away any damaged, or over-used 
ones.

If you have a stainless-steel sink, use flour 
and buff away… this will make your sink 
looking sparkling clean!
Step 7: Give your kitchen one last blast.

You’re nearly there! After you have spent 
time targeting your specific kitchen spaces, 
it’s a good idea to give your kitchen one final 
blast…from mopping the floor, cleaning out 
the bins and giving anything leftover one last 
clean down.

Follow these seven simple steps and your 
your annual spring clean hopefully won’t feel 
too tedious!
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featuring five high-gloss finishes and one supermatt finish – all 
being on-trend decors. 

These acrylic doors have a mirror-like finish. The premium 
surface is deemed ideal for any contemporary kitchen and 
features a slab design with 1mm edging, giving the range a 
distinctive, modern design.  

The company has an inventory of 35 items/ colour in stock, 
covering all standard doors, drawer fronts, panels and plinths, 
to suit most kitchen applications. If there is a requirement for a 
non-standard item, this is possible, but this carries a two-week 
lead time. .
Hettich ArciTech drawer

Also stocked at Ney, with a depth of 450mm, is the Hettich 

ArciTech drawer box, pre-assembled 
in both a cutlery height drawer (94mm) 
and a pot drawer (186mm) with a choice of 
rail, glass, or matching topside panel.

Ney holds all standard drawer widths in stock 
in both heights, with a choice of Actro runner with 
40kg, 60kg and 80kg options.

Ney can also manufacture bespoke widths, all drawer 
depths and all colours with a lead time of two weeks. 

Want to find out more?  
Visit www.ney.co.uk

One of the latest introductions from 
Ney is its Project door range, a new 
stock range of acrylic doors.

The Hettich ArciTech drawer (here in silver) measures 96mm. The Hettich ArciTech drawer (here in champagne) measures 186mm.
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